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H o w  t o  u s e  y o u r  
s m a r t p h o n e  t o  c r e a t e  
d i g i t a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  v i d e o s  

 

W H A T  T Y P E S  O F  V I D E O S  C A N  I  C R E A T E ?  

Micro v ideos  are shor t instruct ional  videos that focus on teaching a s ingle topic . They’re 
usual ly less than a minute long.  

Training videos  are used to improve an employee’s workplace sk i l ls .  You wi l l  of ten see these in 
your  onl ine mandatory tra in ing.  Explainer v ideos Expla iner  v ideos are short  v ideos (usual ly less 
than two minutes)  that  expla in a bus iness concept or product in an enterta in ing,  visual  way.  
They typical ly use bas ic animations to expla in a larger  topic,  product,  or  service. Expla iner 
v ideos s impli f y complex ideas into eas i ly d igest ib le content .    

Presentation videos  are when a presentat ion is recorded which makes i t  avai lable for  an 
audience to watch af ter  the fac t.  This  might  be as s imple as recording jus t the audio for  a 
presentat ion,  or  as advanced as recording PowerPoint point  s l ides, a webcam, and a separate 
microphone al l  at  once.  

Screencast  videos  are d ig i ta l  v ideo recordings of  your computer screen and usual ly inc lude 
audio narrat ion.   

T H E  B A S I C S  

Audio – Try to get as c lose as poss ib le to the source you are shooting.  And make sure to l is ten 
for noises around you.  Try to ensure your surroundings are as quiet as possib le;  no cars  dr iving 
by or buzzing f rom l ights  – anyth ing that  can interfere wi th the audio s ignal .  

Light ing -  For  the most par t ,  cameras on mobi le devices work  bet ter  wi th as much l ight  as 
poss ib le. So i f  you can,  avoid dark  areas. And also, tr y to avoid get t ing the sun , br ight l ights,  or  
windows point ing d irec t ly in to the shot .  This can dramat ical ly over  or underexpose your subject .  

Shot Composit ion  -  Try to s tabi l ize the shot  best  you can. No one l ikes shaky footage. A good 
t ip  is  to  lean up against something. I f  you h ave a tr ipod or f la t  sur face nearby,  that  wi l l  work  
great as wel l .  

T R A N S F E R R I N G  Y O U R  V I D E O  F I L E  F R O M  Y O U R  D E V I C E  

The eas iest  way is to p lug your phone into your  computer  with a USB charging cable. Once 
connected,  you can c l ick  and drag your  video f i les  r ight  in to any fo lder  you des ire.  

I f  you don’ t  have a USB cord avai lable you could use one of  the fo l lowing opt ions:  

Dropbox works on a l l  devices and you are g iven 2GBs for  f ree to get  started wi th opt ions to 
upgrade i f  needed.   

Google Dr ive gives you 15GB for  f ree.  

Apple ’s iCloud of fers 5GB of  storage for f ree.  

Emai l  services put  a cap on f i le s ize,  so th is  opt ion can be l im i ted .  

 


