
 

1 
 

Early intervention during COVID-19 pandemic: Use of the 

Developmental Journal for babies and young children 

with visual impairment and social distancing   
 

The Developmental Journal for babies and young children with visual impairment 

(DJVI) is the recommended ‘best practice’ materials for early intervention (RNIB/ 

Young Vision Alliance Early Years policy statement 2020, Royal College of 

Ophthalmology Paediatric subcommittee report 2012). The materials are designed 

to be held by the parent (as well as the practitioner) with partnership working 

together in the home environment. The practitioner user must be licensed and the 

license permits downloading of one set of materials of the DJVI for the parent. 

Evidence shows that early intervention must start as early as possible and parents 

need support and guidance during the infant months and first few years to ensure 

best handling and support of the child’s development and behaviour.  

Due to the exceptional circumstances of covid-19 where practitioners may not be 

able to visit babies and young children in their homes due to social distancing and 

cannot get a downloaded printed version of the DJVI to the parent user, Great 

Ormond Street Hospital (as copyright holder) has given special permission to all 

approved licensed users of the DJVI to provide an electronic version of the DJVI to 

parents. If they write to c.orourke@uclb.com requesting permission to send 

electronically a copy of the relevant booklet of the Developmental Journal and the 

accompanying Activity Cards (and the Vision Tracking Record and Vision cards if 

appropriate) to the parent, they will receive an email of temporary approval. This is 

for the parent to download and print out at home if they have the means or to read 

electronically. These permissions will be revoked once normal clinical/ educational 

practice is restored including home visiting by the practitioner.   

The license approver/ author Dr Dale also requests that for safe effective practice 

the DJVI is used in partnership with the licensed practitioner who will guide the 

parent in the use of the DJVI through telephone or videoconferencing (eg 

Facetime, Google Meet, Zoom, Microsoft Team) whilst the parent uses the DJVI. The 

recommended frequency of visiting for maximum benefit to the child and parent 

(from research of effective use of the DJVI)* indicates about 2-3 weekly in the first 

year of life and 4-6 weekly in the second and third year of life.  

License for usage and materials are available from 

https://xip.uclb.com/i/healthcare_tools/DJVI_professional.html  

Additional training materials to support use of the DJVI are available from elearning 

for health (Health Education England) in Healthy Child programme (Early 

Developmental Support programme).  

https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/programmes/early-developmental-support/ 
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